St. Ambrose Catholic Church

6070 Church Road, Elkton, FL Office: 904-692-1366 Fax: 904-692-1136

April 3, 2025

Dear St. Ambrose Family,

Greetings in Christ. Thank you for the outstanding efforts to make our 142" St. Ambrose Annual
Spring Fair a success. It was wonderfully moving to see so many in our parish working together to
manage all the work necessary to organize, set up, operate, and help promote this event. Thankfully, once
the rain started, it stayed relatively gentle until midafternoon and allowed many people to attend anyway,
enjoying the fun music by “Money for Nothin’”’ and eating our home-cooked food offerings, including the
pork dinners, baked goods, burgers, and hot dogs. The Chowder Chapel hosted a colorful line of
umbrellas sheltering smiling people who talked with one another as they waited their turn to buy their
Minorcan Clam Chowder and boiled peanuts.

Food prep was attended by so many people, I have no idea how you all worked so seamlessly all
day to get the frying, chopping, and packaging done for the dinners, burgers, and side dishes! Our thanks
to each and every one of you! And thank you to those to cooked meals to keep our volunteers fed.

All of our “leaders” worked tirelessly and should be commended for their hard work. They
brought new volunteers with them as well as energy and ideas that made their areas work well for each
other and our visitors. We are so grateful for all your hard work, joy, and leadership!

We always want to thank those non-parishioners who volunteered their time, talent, and treasure
to serve us here. Please send Lainie Horowitz (lainiewitz@yahoo.com) a list of your volunteers’ first and

last names and complete mailing address so we can express our gratitude for their help.

Our second Reverse Raffle was organized and run by Cecil Gibson to raise funds for our future
Family Life Center. Again, parishioners and non-parishioners purchased tickets and we met our goal for a
second year! Thanks to the Knights who sold tickets after Masses and to their friends. And big thanks to
Daniel Horowitz who sold over 100 tickets to family, friends, and associates. We’re very glad he’s got so
many friends and contacts!

Special thanks are due to Daniel and Lainie Horowitz for being our Spring Fair co-chairs. They
did an awesome job with a monumental task! The details, ideas, committee meetings, and recruiting of
leaders occupied a good deal of the year for them. Please let them know you appreciate all their hard work
on our behalf. We are more than grateful to them for sharing so much of their time to benefit this parish.

Our profitability for this year’s fair will be impacted by several factors including the rain that
diminished our attendance (but not our spirits), food costs which increased quite a bit, and the purchase of
new tents and new tent canopies for the large pavilion frames. The old canopies were very sad looking
when removed last year and it was clear that we needed more smaller tents as well. When we get all the
figures worked out, we will notify you in the bulletin.

As your pastor, | thank you all from the bottom of my heart for your love and service to our
parish. It’s wonderful to see how everyone pulled together to make our 142" Annual Spring Fair a
beautiful day, despite the rain. Our Spring Fair is about service and loving our most gracious God and one
another. That was certainly in evidence at every tent, all day long.

With a grateful heart,
Fu. Gleven
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